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On April 7, daily newspaper Barricada reported that demobilized contras and former soldiers
in eastern Nicaragua have threatened to occupy state-run and privately-owned farms if the
government fails to resolve land disputes by April 15. According to Barricada, the occupations would
be supported by agricultural workers outraged by the return of expropriated landholdings to former
owners. In the past few weeks, the government has distributed 4,900 ha. of poor quality land to
former contras, retired military personnel and agricultural workers. About 17,500 ha. of high quality
land has been turned over to former landowners. Foreign Minister Enrique Dreyfus told reporters
at the United Nations in New York the most accelerated agrarian reform in Nicaraguan history has
taken place within the past year. Dreyfus asserted that 7,000 of the 22,000 former contras had been
fully reintegrated into civilian life in rural areas of the country, and that 13,000 more had received
some 210,000 ha. of arable land. (Basic data from ACAN-EFE, 04/07/91)
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